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Romanesques Impressions

The Ekinium Gallery presents an exquisite
collection of Romanesquesculptures, featuring
enthroned Virgins, Christ,or stone capitalsfrom
the 12th and 13th centuries
Thesemasterpiecesexemplify the spiritual depth
and artistic excellence of medieval European
craftsmanship

Thesesculpturesare not merelydevotionalobjects
but also artworks revealingthe spiritual richness
andthe questionsof society Everydetail, from the
solemnexpressiongo the decorativemotifs on the
thrones, embodiesthe aestheticsand symbolism
of this pivotal period.

Some of the most captivating pieces from the
collection are presented here, chosen for their
ability to stir deep emotion and for their carefully
sculptedmessagewhich seemsto transcendtime,
revealingthe artist'shiddenintent.



LimestoneSedes Sapientiae.

limestonecarvedin very highre Qg"’g

a characteristic of the
Romanesque virgins Kknc
SedesSapientiaeMary is
crown decorated with rec
and diamondshaped ca
her face in an elongatedt
protruding  cheekbo
eyeballs

The throne, of fine
execution, has solid armres
two arches resting o
cylindrical Romanesq
with amoldedbase
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Virgin He adopts t
Mary, a shoulderst
hischest

If parallels exist

Referencegonsulte

A Collectible mec
LiévauxBoccado

A Frenchsculpture
AgesLouvre Museur
MlddIeAgescqutur'

Debaisieux 2009

Origin: NorthEast of France @
Medlum Limestone

Perlod. 12th century
Ref.232
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SaintPeter Apostle.

Important statue of SaintPeter in
very strong relief. This exceptional
oolitic limestone sculpture shows
traces of polychromy The saint
rests barefoot on a large basewith
an inscription & {SIMX¢ for Saint
SimonPeter Flatback Theapostle,
with curly beardand hair stylizedin
large locks, is representedstanding
draped in a mantle with vertical
folds holdinghis classicaattributes,
the Bookandthe key.

The stylized beard, the wide eyes,
the folds and the patterns of the
clothing direct us towards a
production from the end of the
12th century with still clear
Romanesquéanfluences Thiswork
undoubtedly comes from an
apostoliccollege
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Examplesknown in the SouthWest of
France, including the twelve apostles
from the elevation of the facade of the
Notre-Damela Grandechurchin Poitiers
(around 11151130 or the apostles
presentedin the bell tower-porch of the
old priory church of SainteMarie in
Mimizan end of the 12th century
(Landes)We canalsocite the 12 apostles
of the tympanum of the west portal of
SaintTrophime in Arles (around 1190).
The style of the sculpture and the
material useddirect us towards Poitou A
scientific report produced by the
ReSArtes laboratory in 2022 confirms
the dating

Referencesonsulted

A SaintPierre de Poitiers Cathedra)
ClaudeAndraultSchmitt(dir.), 2013

A Notre-DameLaGrande de Poitiers
the Romanesqueavork, Marie-Thérese
CamugAuthor), ClaudeAndrault(dir.),
2002

A The apostolic college in Gothic
sculpture, Filesof Archeologyn® 325,
FrancoiseBaron,2008

Origin Poitou,France

Medium: Limestone

SizeH. 97cmc L 32cm¢ D. 23cm
Period Endof the 12th century
Ref230
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Romanesque Christ.

by a crown with traces
in a frontal position T
weakly  marked,
perizonium revealing t
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the virgins of Nola
Lantenay with
similaritieswith th
us to date this C

sculptureis a rece
from a privats
acquisition at th
20th centuryf
Anzyle-Duc

Burgundy,
Restoration,

Medium: walnutwood
Size Height101cm
Period 12th century
Ref241
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Christ iInMajesty

Important and rare romanesque
sculpture in very high relief
belonging to a representation of
the Last Judgment and coming
from a Romanesque portal or
tympanum Christ is represented
seated on a throne, holding the
bookin hisleft handandraisinghis
right arm which has disappeared
Theraisingof the shoulder attests
to the gesture He wears a coat
with straight folds in the antique
style and richly decorated on the
torso. Thethrone is decoratedwith
rosettes and friezes of dots. The
Book is also finely sculpted, with
rosettesand characters It probably
represents the Book of Life with
four engravedepisodesrelating to
the judgedsoul ThisChristin glory
is part of the corpusof sculptures
of ProvencalRomanesqueart and
can be dated to the middle of the
12th century
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The Bookof Lifeis linked to the Last
Judgment and is described in
Apocalypsechapter 20 verse12. The
scenesengravedhere representin a
dial a characterin various attitudes,
lying down, standing, falling head
down, and likely evoke major events
in the life of the personjudged (see
photographwith increasedcontrasts)
Despite the gaps, this sculpture
retains its strength and presence
Representation®f Christin Majesty
from a portal are extremely rare in
public and private collections Our
sculpture  also  presents an
unpublished illustration of the
Apocalypsef the New Testament

Referencegonsulted

A Tympans and Roman portals,
Michel Pastoureau Vincent
Cunillere 2014

A Theancientinfluencein Provencal
Romanart, VictorLassalle 1970

A Roman sculptures of Haute
Provence, Jacques Thirion, In
Bulletin Monumental, volume 130
n°l, 1972

Origin Provencefrance
Medium: Limestone

Size Height61lcmwithout base
Period 12th century

Ref247
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RomanesquénthronedVirgin.

SR

Large enthroned Virgin from the
Romanesqueeriod in polychr
wood. ThisunpublishedVirgi
Child is part of the corpu
Romanesque  Virgins
Burgundy Mary is seate
throne and carries the
Childon her knees,in an
position The Virginis dr
long coat with straigh
head veiled under a |

This beautiful |
retained its original pi
and presents characteristic
on the examples knoy
Burgundy,and more pa

faces, the hands wit
elongatedfingers, evokethe Vi

from the end of the 11th centur
However, our sculpture prese
differentiating elements placing it
later in the 12th century, by the
clothing details and the off-center
positionof Christ
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If it retains feature
beginning of the

Virgin in Maje
HotelDieu
(secondpart o
87 GHD 309) &
surroundings

Referencegon
Romanesque
Burgundy,
Restoration,

Medium: Polychrom‘,

Size Height74 cmwic
Period 12th century
Ref252
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Romanesque Virgin @erdanya

Rare and beautiful Romanesque
enthroned Virgin from the 12th

century Our Virgin can easily be

identified as a Romanesquevirgin

from the Pyreneesfrom Cerdanya
a region of Catalonia shared
between France and Spain The
Virgin carriesthe child on her left

knee,Christholdingthe globein his

left hand The missing right arm

was to give the blessing Remains
of polychromyshowthat the Virgin
wore a goldenpectoral Thebackis

full, slightly hollowed out of the

benchthrone.
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The dress of the Virgin, with very
vertical folds, confirmsour dating, as
do the faces of the Virgin and of
Christ,which bring our majestycloser
to the blackVirginof Bellocpreserved
in the churchof SaintJeande Dorres
anddatedfrom the 12th century.

The wide face of the Virgin and her
severe features are characteristicof
CerdanyaVirginsin the 12th century,
softening in later periods
Resemblancesan be noted with the
Virgin of Belloc, mentioned above
anddatedto the 12th century,aswell
as with the Virgin of Aragnouet
housed in the chapel of the
Hospitallers of Saint John of
Jerusalem,also dated to the 12th
century,

Referencesonsulted
A Collectible medieval statuary

Volume |I. LiéveauxBoccador
Jacqueline & Bresset Edouard
1972

A Medieval Madonna and Child
from Catalonia Marie-Pasquine
Subesand JeanBernard Mathon
2019

Origin CerdanyaFranceor Spain
Medium: Polychromewood

Size Height67.5 cm

Period 12th century

Ref214

© Ekinium 2025



SedesSapientiae

Virgin and Childin Majesty k
as Sedes Sapientiae from

and child are both crow
presenta perfectly fronta

pleats, wears a large
hemmedin wolf teeth
are joined by a recta
on the chest Christra
arm in a signof blessin
the open Bookin his left
rectangular throne disg

elongated face of the
shapeof her mouth andit
shoulders place this sculp
the corpus of Ge
Muttergottes of the 12th cen
with a probable origin
Cologne
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tracesof polychromy

Relatedartworks
Muttergottes frol
Marienborn), 12tt
Muttergottes,
KapellenFra _kf

RhinMeuse
8001400 A

Art History,volume

A Medieval statuar
Volume |I. Lié
Jacqueline -
1972

Origin RhinelandGermany
Medium: Poplarwood

Size Height50cm

Period 12th century
Ref249

© Ekinium 2025



Historiatedromanesque capital.

KingDavidand Mephibosheth

Triangularsection corner capital with two sculpted and historiated
faces Thefirst sceneshowsa horsemanjoininga banquetscenewith a
lamenting characterin the background The clothes decorated with

curved lines are hemmed with trepan work. The secondscene,the

banquet, showsa king seatedat a table, accompaniedoy two guests,
one of whom seemsto welcomethe horseman Thetable is covered
with a pleatedcloth and supportsa plate in front of the kingandsome
bread This scene seemsto correspondto the biblical episode of
Mephibosheth at King David'stable. The scene with the rider can
therefore be the arrival of Tsibawho will betray Mephibosheth,which
canexplainthe attitude of the secondguestwho turns away,contrite...




Accordingto the Old Testament, Mephibosheth (Merib-baal) is the
grandsonof KingSauland KingDavidgrantedhim the privilegeof eating
at histable like his sons He will be deprivedof his goodsand privileges
during Tsiba's betrayal A rare representation for the Romanesque
period.

Thefaces,wides showlittle relief anda lot of austerity,the moustaches
of the charactersare stronglymarked,whichseemsto reflect a northern
work of the 12th centuryunder Rhineor Meuseinfluence North or East
of France

Referencegonsulted

A Muséedu LouvreFrenchSculptureVolumel Middle Ages,Francoise
Baron,Paris, 1996

A Muséenationaldu Louvre Reasonediescriptionof the Sculpturesof
the Middle Ages,the Renaissanceand Modern Times, volume 1
Middle Ages Marcel AuberMichéleBeaulieuParis,1950

Origin North of France
Medium: Limestone

Size H.32cm ¢ W.35cm ¢ D.37cm
Period 12th century

Ref245

© Ekinium 2025



Head of a Saint or Apostle.

Rare head of a saint or a
beginning of the second
Almondshaped eyes, witl
cheekbones,eyelids and
hairandbeardwith scrol

this Romanesqueculpture

locate precisely Howeve;
without too muchrisk t

collection
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A Sculpturesfrom the 11th-: :
andearly Gothicart, XavierDe
A Romanesqueculpture,JeanR

Origin lle de Franceor Champagnekr
Medium: Limestone :
Size Height18.5cm

Period Firstquarter of the 12th century
Ref222

© Ekinium 2025




Romanesque capital.

Paris, probably SaintMartin-des

Champs

ThisRomanesquecorner capital in

limestone, of great elegance, is

distinguishedby a vegetalsculpted
decor characteristicof the Parisian
Romanesquestyle of the first half

of the 12th century It features a

basket adorned with scrolls,
palmettes, and interlaced toruses

classic elements of Romanesque
ornamentation from this period.

This capital shows striking

similarities with those in the apse
of the church of the SaintMartin-

desChampsPriory in Paris, dated

to around 11301135 The

ambulatory of this church, an

Important witnessto Romanesque
sculpture in Tle-de-France, also

features corner capitals with

comparablevegetalmotifs, both in

the density of the decor and the

use of high relief and interlaced

forms.

The scrolls, flexible and coiled,

symmetrically develop across the

entire basket
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The palmettes, stylized but imposing

in shape,emergeforcefully from the

decor and contribute to the overall

sense of volume The interlaced

toruses large rounded moldings,

reinforcethe decorativestructureand

emphasizethe architectural strength

characteristiof this period.

Relatedworks

A Capitals from the lapidary
collection of SaintMartin-des
Champs

A Corner capital with palmette
decoration, Cluny Museum, RF
1131(Cl 19510.

Consultedeferences

A Sculpturesdes Xle - Xlle siécles
Roman et premier art gothique
catalogueof the NationalMuseum
of the Middle Ages, Thermesde
ClunyXavierDectot, Paris2005

A Musée du Louvre, département
des sculpturesdu Moyen Age de
la Renaissanceet des Temps
modernes Sculpture francaise,t.
I, Moyen Age Paris, RMN,
FrancoiseBaron,1996

Origin Paris France

Medium: Limestone

Size Height28cm ¢ Width 31cm
Period Firsthalf of the 12th century
Ref227
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SaintMichel deCuxaAbbey.

eyes, with lead inlays in their
intensity,emphasizinghe sobe
hair, combedinto stiff strands,fe

the Priory of Serrabona |n
Occitania
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choir screen This
collectionof KarlSti
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